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SOME OF OUR MAJOR SUCCESSES OVER THE YEARS
Our greenwashing complaint against TotalEnergies’ spurious. claims of
‘sustainable development’ was upheld by SA’s Advertising Regulatory
Board after their appeal.

UCT became Africa’s first major university to pledge divestment after our
nine-year campaign

We supported the launch of SA’s first and only fossil-free equity fund
which outperformed its bench mark for three years
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Our lobbying, with the endorsement of Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
successfully pushed the university of Cape Town to become the first
African niversity with a responsible investment committee

Cape Town pledged to divest from fossil fuels after our campaign with
350 Africa

2024



THE PROBLEM WE’RE TACKLING: 
THE FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRY

The fossil fuel industry has
successfully sold South Africa a
‘fossil fuel development myth’. 



GLOBAL HEATING IS NOT UNDER CONTROL – IT’S ACCELERATING



WE ARE PUSHING EARTH TO A CLIMATE UNSEEN FOR THREE
MILLION YEARS

‘sea levels were 15
metres higher and
Arctic summer
temperatures were 14
degrees higher’



THE HEATING EFFECT OF OUR
EMISSIONS IS SMASHING
GLOBAL TEMPERATURE RECORDS



“Sometime around 2070–2090, climate change could be
doing so much damage to ecological and human systems,
and the links between them, that the global economy could
contract by half.”

New Republic article

https://newrepublic.com/article/190566/climate-change-cut-50-percent-gdp-growth


“I used to think the top global
environmental problems were
biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse
and climate change. I thought that
with 30 years of good science we
could address these problems. But I
was wrong. The top environmental
problems are selfishness, greed and
apathy, and to deal with these we
need a spiritual and cultural
transformation, and we scientists
don’t know how to do that.” 
– US law professor James Speth 

‘Ecological breakdown is being
driven by the capitalist
economic system, and – like
capitalism itself – is strongly
characterized by colonial
dynamics... the climate crisis
cannot be solved within
capitalism, and the sooner we
face up to this fact the better.’ 

– Jason Hickel

“We are losing the war against
the fossil fuel industry very
badly, due largely to the fact
that most people still don’t
even know they’re in a war
with the fossil fuel industry.” 
– Peter Kalmus, 31 May 2023.
Kalmus is a climate scientist
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab.

The roots of the ‘climate crisis’ – the fossil fuel industry, capitalism, mainstream
economics and a spiritual crisis



CLIMATE CRISIS = CHILD HEALTH CRISIS



CLIMATE CRISIS = CHILD HEALTH CRISIS 

‘A child born today will
face an increased risk

from severe floods,
prolonged droughts, heat

stress and changing
patterns of disease.

Weather-related disasters
have displaced at least 43
million children over the

last six years and
destroyed critical

infrastructure, crops and
contaminated or

disrupted water supplies.’



AIR POLLUTION (COAL BURNING) = RESPIRATORY
ILLNESS IN CHILDREN

          ‘Air pollution contributes 10% of
child pneumonia deaths

nationally, and children in coal-
heavy regions suffer much higher

rates of respiratory illnesses.’

          ‘Public health facilities will
continue to take strain, while
children’s lungs continue to

suffer irreparable damage...’

https://www.cleanairfund.org/geography/south-africa/


RISING TEMPERATURES = INCREASED CHILD MORTALITY

          
‘...each 1°C rise in temperature in

South Africa correlates with a 5%
increase in infant mortality due

to heat stress and diarrheal
diseases due to reduced access

to clean water.’

          
‘Clinics in rural areas face
shortages of IV fluids and

neonatal care during heatwaves.’



FLOODS = WATERBOURNE DISEASES

         

 

‘The 2022 KwaZulu-Natal floods
(linked to climate change) led to a

cholera outbreak with 40% of
cases in children under 15.’

(WHO, 2023)

          
‘...overburdened hospitals lack surge

capacity...’



FOOD INSECURITY = CHILD MALNUTRITION 

          ‘...27% of South African
children under 5 suffer

from stunting,
exacerbated by climate-
driven food price spikes.’

           ‘Fossil fuel-linked climate
shocks could increase child

malnutrition by 20% by
2050 in Southern Africa.’



          

TOXINS AND TRAUMA = CHILD MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS

‘...lead and mercury (from
coal plants) correlate with
lower IQ scores in South

African children.’

          ‘...300% increase in child
therapy requests after

the 2022 KZN floods.’

          ‘...reported feelings of sadness,
anxiety, anger, powerlessness,

helplessness, and guilt; 75 percent
expressed fear of the future, ’



 Global warming, extreme
weather, and ocean
acidification.
Air, water, and soil pollution,
leading to health problems, acid
rain, and ecosystem damage.
Noise pollution
Biodiversity loss
Destroys habitats and disrupts
ecosystems, leading to species
decline.
Respiratory, cardiovascular, and
neurological diseases.

Economic and social costs:
highly inefficient
Rising energy costs,
environmental injustice, and
high cleanup and healthcare
expenses.
Resource depletion and
inefficiency
Non-renewable and wasteful.
Corruption and state capture.
Geopolitical conflicts and
resource wars
Plastic and chemical pollution

THE FULL COST OF FOSSIL FUELS



CONTINUED FOSSIL FUEL DEPENDENCY = AN UNLIVABLE SOUTH
AFRICA FOR CHILDREN



          

CAN WE LIVE WITHOUT FOSSIL FUELS? YES. 

Ember report, June 2025

International Energy Agency: 33 milllion people
employed in the fossil  fuel industry globally in 2024
36 million people in clean energy (and growing fast)
International Labour Organisation (ILO): ‘[B]y 2030...
the share of total working hours lost will rise to
2.25% – a productivity loss equivalent to 80 million
full-time jobs. The loss in monetary terms is then
expected to total US$2,400 billion (PPP).‘
Clean energy sector 3 times more jobs-intensive

https://ember-energy.org/latest-insights/solar-electricity-every-hour-of-every-day-is-here-and-it-changes-everything/


CAN WE LIVE WITHOUT FOSSIL FUELS? YES. 

Performance of the SELECT BCI ESG EQUITY FUND over three
years. Fund excludes thermal coal and Sasol.



Meeting the SDGs: five transformational policies for a
prosperous and sustainable world from the Stockholm
Resilience Institute:

1. Halve global emissions every decade.
2. Transform food systems for sustainability and

productivity.
3. Adopt development models that respect planetary

boundaries.
4. Reduce inequality by redistributing wealth.
5. Invest in education, health, and gender equality.

These policies together align human progress with the
planet’s ecological limits.

THE AGE OF
EXTRACTION AND
EXPLOITATION IS
OVER: TIME TO
‘GO TO WAR’ ON
HUMAN AND.
ECOLOGICAL
DEGRADATION

WE OWE CHILDREN A LIVABLE FUTURE



Actions to take on climate:
1. Vote with your money: ensure that your investments

are fossil-free. Ask your institution for fossil free
investments. 

2. Ask universities to become strident voices for
climate action.

3. Vote as a citizen: Raise your voice on climate issues
with politicans (challenging in our PR electoral
system) and city councillors 

4. Challenge the media to cover climate properly.
5. Lobby for your profession to boycott the fossil fuel

industry (e.g., Clean Creatives, LSCA)

WHAT CAN WE
DO?

WE OWE CHILDREN A LIVABLE FUTURE



WE OWE CHILDREN A LIVABLE FUTURE

We must phase out fossil fuels, enforce stricter air
quality laws, and invest in renewable energy, because

our children’s lives depend on it.



Scan this QR code to access the Climate
Leadership Platform and more campaign

information. 

JOIN THE MOVEMENT

Scan this QR code to access the
#InvestFossilFree petition, Planet A

Investment document and more campaign
information.

MOBILISING UNIVERSITIES FOR CLIMATE
LEADERSHIP

CATALYSING CLIMATE ACTION THROUGH
FINANCIAL ADVOCACY
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